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The suspect heads
group here advocating
tolerance for gays

Others may be named

BY HEATHER RATCLIFFE
Of the Post-Dispatch
Rolf F. Rathmann , Dresident of .

a prominent group advocating
tolerance for gays and lesbians,

he met on the Internet. -
Rathmann, 37, heads Pride St.

" Louis, Which spansors the annu-

al Pnde Festival. He was named

.in St. Louig County Circuit Court
on eight counts of second- -degree .-
. Btatutory sodomy.

- On Wednesday, authormes
charged William T. Sandefur,

"+ 50, an executive news produc-

er for KSDK (Channel 5), with

" three counts ,of- f‘irst-degrea

statutory- sodomy involving
the same victim.

Different charges a y_be-
cause the victm was 13 when he

’.

_agﬂ_xﬁlid sex with Sandefur
when he allegedly had sex allegediy had sex
with'_Rathmann, _officials _ex-
plained. Bail foreach manwas set

"~at $200,000.

Prosecutors 'smd charges‘

- agaiost one or more other men "

who met with the teen may follow.

an Internet chat room.

A crime was committed re-

gardless of the conduct or in-
tentions of the victim,” said
St. Touls County Prosecuting
Attorney Robert McCulloch.

“The theory is that adults are
supposed to know better.”

Officials' said the victim ap-
. peared to havei ted sexual li-
* aisons with the two suspects using

¢

McCulloch added, “This case in
unusual because we have multiple
defendants and one victim. Gener-
ally, these cases have mulhple vic-
timb with one

Ken Lanning, a former behay-
ioral profiler with the FBI and
national expert on crimes

against children, said Thursday, -

“When people think about sex
cases involving children, they
picture a creepy predator prey-

ing on a sweet little angel. But

' _W_tﬁf,l_wlﬂﬂmm-h-lh&
~"the child very often agrees to

5eX Or even Initiates contact

with the offender.”
e noted, "No one keeps
these statistics, but the fact

Second man is charged with having sex with boy

was charged with eight felonies |
" Thursday accusing him of sexu-
- al contact with an underage boy

Rathmann
Allegedly molested  President of

Sandefur

Pride Si. Louis

that boys are out there hus-
tling for sex is certainly not
something that is new or has
never happened before.”

same leen

Lanning emphasized,” "It |
~ doesn’t change the fact that there

was a criume.”
e boy's parents called police
several weeks ago when they be-
came sugpicious about his behav-
jor. He. had accepted several
unusual phone calls, prosecutors
said.
Authorities said they had found
no connection between the sus-
pects except their relationship
with the victim. The teen has co-
operated with investigators.
“QObviously, this is a troubled
youth,” McCulloch sai_d “And he
clearly has some conflicts.” .
Police said Rathmann, a flight
attendant who lives in the 3800
block of Virginia Avenue, met the
juvenile on several occasions at
Bluebird ‘Park in Ellisville from
June to October this year.
Sandefur, of the 3300 block of
Watson Road, met the boy in a
bathroom of what authorities de-
scribed only as a high school foot-
ball stadium in west St. Louis
County.

Prosecutors said they would of-
fer support for the victim and his
family and had no plans to seek
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