
The suspect heads

tolerance for gays

Others may be named

By Heather Ratcuffe
Ofthe Post-Dispatch

RolfF. Rathmann, president oif
a prominent group advocating
tolerance for gays and lesbians,

was charged with eight felonies
Thursday accusii^ him of sexu
al contact with an underage boy
be met on the Internet

Rathmann, 37, heads Pride St. '
Louis, which sponsors the annu
al Pride Fbstival. He was named
in St Louis County CircuitCourt
oneightcounts ofsecond-degree
statutory sodomy.

On Wednesday, authorities •
charged William T. Sandefur,
50, an executive news produc
er for KSDK (Channel 5), with
three counts .of flrst-degree
statutory sodomy involving
the same victim.

Different charges aoplv be
causethe victim was13^en he

alleg^vhad sex witli Sandefur.
and 14 when be allegedlv had
With' Ratlynann, nffiHalo nv.
plained. Bail (breach man was set
at$200,000.

Pros^utors said ' charges
again^ one or more other men
whometmth theteen mayfollow.

Officials said tiie victim an.
peared to have tostiEated SKcual li
aisons with the two suspe^ using
an Internetrchat room.

"A crime was committed re
gardless of the conduct or in
tentions of the victim." said
St. Louis-County Prosecuting
Attorney Robert McCulloch.
"The theory is that adults are
supposed to know better."

Igs
McCulloch added, '"niis case in

unusual because we have multiple
defffldantfi and one victim. Gener
ally, these caseshavemultiple vic-
timb with one suspect"

Ken Lanning, a former behav
ioral profiler wiUi the FBI and
national expert on crimes
against children, said Thursday,
"When people think about sex
cases involving children, they
picture a creepy predator prey
ing on a sweet little angel. But
what people thnt
the child very often agrees to
sex or even mitiates contact
wi^ theoffendOT."

He noted, "No one keeps
these statistics, but the fact
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that boys are out tliere hus
tling for sex Is certainly not
something that is new or has
never happened before."

Lanning emphasized," "It
doesn't change the fact that there
was a crune?^

The boy's parents called police
severalwedts ago whenthey be
came suspicious abouthis behav
ior. He had accepted several
unusual phone calls, prosecutors
said.

Authoritiessaid they had found
no cotmection between the sus
pects except their relationship
with tlie victim. Tlie teen has co
operated with investigatora.

"Obviously, this is a troubled
youtli," McCuUoch said. "Andhe
cleariyhas someconflicts."

Police said Rathnsmn, a flight
attendant who lives in the 3^
blockof Virginia Avenue, met the
juvenile on sewral occasions at
Bluebird Pari; in EUisville from
June to October this year.

Sandefur, of the ^00 block of
Watson Road, met the in a
bathroom of what authorities de
scribed onlyas a liighschoolfoot
ball stadium in west SL U>uis
County.

Pro^ulors said they would of
fer supportfor the victim and his
family and had no plans to seek
«TU> lr(n/4 nF/thamAfi noainQf him


